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A special message, to us all, from Albert Einstein. 

 

Various quotes Einstein presented to the public throughout his life relating to 

things I feel most of us would appreciate and learn from if we were better 

exposed to his genius. These include not only statements about every day living 

but philosophical views about the meaning, relevance and value of life as well. 

His clever melding of science into a good many of his statements seems to me to 

warrant recommending to readers they carefully finger through all the 

quotations. In my opinion they are quite revealing. 

 

1. “A hundred times every day I remind myself that my inner and day I remind myself that my inner and day I remind myself that my inner and day I remind myself that my inner and 

outer life are based on the outer life are based on the outer life are based on the outer life are based on the labourslabourslabourslabours of other men of other men of other men of other men, living 

and dead, and that I must exert myself in order to give in the same 

measure as I have received and am still receiving…” 

 

2. “A happy manA happy manA happy manA happy man is too satisfied with the present to dwell too much on the 

future” 

 

3. “Concepts that have proven useful in ordering things easily achieve such 

authority over us that we forget their earthly originswe forget their earthly originswe forget their earthly originswe forget their earthly origins and 

accept them as unalterable givens” 

 

4. “Nature shows us only the tail of the lionNature shows us only the tail of the lionNature shows us only the tail of the lionNature shows us only the tail of the lion. But there is no 

doubt in my mind that the lion belongs with it even if he cannot reveal 

himself to the eye all at once because of his huge dimension” 

 

5. In living through this "great epoch," it is difficult to reconcile  it is difficult to reconcile  it is difficult to reconcile  it is difficult to reconcile 
oneself to the fact that one belongs to that mad, oneself to the fact that one belongs to that mad, oneself to the fact that one belongs to that mad, oneself to the fact that one belongs to that mad, 

degenerate species that boasts of its free willdegenerate species that boasts of its free willdegenerate species that boasts of its free willdegenerate species that boasts of its free will. How I 

wish that somewhere there existed an island for those who are wise and of 

good will! In such a place even I should be an ardent patriot!  

 

6. I am by heritage a Jew, by citizenship a Swiss, and by makeup a human 

being, and only a human being, without any special human being, without any special human being, without any special human being, without any special 

attachmentattachmentattachmentattachment to any state or national entity whatsoever. 

 

7. [I do not] carry such information in my mind since it is readily available 

in books. ...The value of a college educationThe value of a college educationThe value of a college educationThe value of a college education is not the 

learning of many facts but the training of the mind to think. 

 

8. I was sitting in a chair in the patent office at Bern when all of sudden a 

thought occurred to me: If a person If a person If a person If a person falls freely he will not falls freely he will not falls freely he will not falls freely he will not 

feel his own weightfeel his own weightfeel his own weightfeel his own weight. I was startled. This simple thought made a 

deep impression on me. It impelled me toward a theory of gravitation. 
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9. Quantum mechanics is certainly imposing. But an inner voice tells an inner voice tells an inner voice tells an inner voice tells 

me that it is not yet the realme that it is not yet the realme that it is not yet the realme that it is not yet the real thing thing thing thing. The theory says a lot, but 

does not really bring us any closer to the secret of the "old one." I, at any 

rate, am convinced that He does not throw dice.  

 

10. Whether you can observe a thing or not depends on the theory which you 

use. It is the theory It is the theory It is the theory It is the theory which decides what can be observedwhich decides what can be observedwhich decides what can be observedwhich decides what can be observed. 

 

11. Try and penetrate with our limited means the secrets of with our limited means the secrets of with our limited means the secrets of with our limited means the secrets of 
nature and you will find that, behind all the nature and you will find that, behind all the nature and you will find that, behind all the nature and you will find that, behind all the 
discernible concatenations, there remains something discernible concatenations, there remains something discernible concatenations, there remains something discernible concatenations, there remains something 

subtle, intangible and inexplicablesubtle, intangible and inexplicablesubtle, intangible and inexplicablesubtle, intangible and inexplicable. Veneration for this force 

beyond anything that we can comprehend is my religion. To that extent I 

am, in point of fact, religious. 

 

12. If A is success in lifesuccess in lifesuccess in lifesuccess in life, then A = x + y + z. Work is x, play is y and z is 

keeping your mouth shut. 

 

13. Peace cannot be kept by forcePeace cannot be kept by forcePeace cannot be kept by forcePeace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by 

understanding. You cannot subjugate a nation forcibly unless you wipe 

out every man, woman, and child. Unless you wish to use such drastic 

measures, you must find a way of settling your disputes without resort to 

arms. 

 

14. I believe in intuition and inI believe in intuition and inI believe in intuition and inI believe in intuition and inspirationspirationspirationspiration. … At times I feel certain 

I am right while not knowing the reason. When the eclipse of 1919 

confirmed my intuition, I was not in the least surprised. In fact I would 

have been astonished had it turned out otherwise. 

 

15. I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my imagination. 

Imagination is more important than knowledgeImagination is more important than knowledgeImagination is more important than knowledgeImagination is more important than knowledge. For 

knowledge is limited, whereas imagination embraces the entire world, 

stimulating progress, giving birth to evolution. It is, strictly speaking, a 

real factor in scientific research.  

 

16. Everyone sits in the prison of his own ideasEveryone sits in the prison of his own ideasEveryone sits in the prison of his own ideasEveryone sits in the prison of his own ideas; he must burst 

it open, and that in his youth, and so try to test his ideas on reality.  

 

17. All religions, arts and sciences are branches of the same arts and sciences are branches of the same arts and sciences are branches of the same arts and sciences are branches of the same 

treetreetreetree. All these aspirations are directed toward ennobling man's life, 

lifting it from the sphere of mere physical existence and leading the 

individual towards freedom.  

 

18. He may (A human being) also believe in the existence of the ideal the ideal the ideal the ideal 

limit of knowledgelimit of knowledgelimit of knowledgelimit of knowledge and that it is approached by the human mind. 

He may call this ideal limit the objective truth.  
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19. Physical concepts are free creations of the human Physical concepts are free creations of the human Physical concepts are free creations of the human Physical concepts are free creations of the human 

mindmindmindmind, and are not, however it may seem, uniquely determined by the 

external world. In our endeavour to understand reality we are somewhat 

like a man trying to understand the mechanism of a closed watch. He sees 

the face and the moving hands, even hears it’s ticking, but he has no way 

of opening the case. If he is ingenious he may form some picture of a 

mechanism which could be responsible for all the things he observes, but 

he may never be quite sure his picture is the only one which could explain 

his observations 

 

20. Still, there are moments when one feels free from one's own identification 

with human limitations and inadequacieshuman limitations and inadequacieshuman limitations and inadequacieshuman limitations and inadequacies. At such moments, 

one imagines that one stands on some spot of a small planet, gazing in 

amazement at the cold yet profoundly moving beauty of the eternal, the 

unfathomable: life and death flow into one, and there is neither evolution 

nor destiny; only being.  

 

21. Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre 

minds. The mediocre mind is incapable of understandingThe mediocre mind is incapable of understandingThe mediocre mind is incapable of understandingThe mediocre mind is incapable of understanding 

the man who refuses to bow blindly to conventional prejudices and 

chooses instead to express his opinions courageously and honestly.  

 

22. Why is it nobody understandnobody understandnobody understandnobody understands mes mes mes me and everybody likes me?  

 

23. So many people today — and even professional scientists — seem to me 

like someone who has seen thousands of trees but has someone who has seen thousands of trees but has someone who has seen thousands of trees but has someone who has seen thousands of trees but has 

never seen a forestnever seen a forestnever seen a forestnever seen a forest. A knowledge of the historic and philosophical 

background gives that kind of independence from prejudices of his 

generation from which most scientists are suffering. This independence 

created by philosophical insight is — in my opinion — the mark of 

distinction between a mere artisan or specialist and a real seeker after 

truth.  

 

24. The worThe worThe worThe words or the languageds or the languageds or the languageds or the language, as they are written or spoken, do 

not seem to play any role in my mechanism of thought. 

 

25. When I examine myself and my methods of thought I come to the 

conclusion that the gift of fantasy has meant more to megift of fantasy has meant more to megift of fantasy has meant more to megift of fantasy has meant more to me than 

my talent for absorbing positive knowledge. 

 

26. I do not know how the Third World War will be foughtI do not know how the Third World War will be foughtI do not know how the Third World War will be foughtI do not know how the Third World War will be fought, 

but I can tell you what they will use in the Fourth — rocks!  

 

27. A human being is a part of the wholeA human being is a part of the wholeA human being is a part of the wholeA human being is a part of the whole, called by us "Universe," 

a part limited in time and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and 

feelings as something separate from the rest—a kind of optical delusion of 

his consciousness. The striving to free oneself from this delusion is the one 
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issue of true religion. Not to nourish it but to try to overcome it is the way 

to reach the attainable measure of peace of mind. 

 

28. Without "ethical cultureethical cultureethical cultureethical culture," there is no salvation for humanity. 

 

29. He must learn to understand the motives of human learn to understand the motives of human learn to understand the motives of human learn to understand the motives of human 

beingsbeingsbeingsbeings, their illusions, and their sufferings in order to acquire a proper 

relationship to individual fellow-men and to the community. These 

precious things are conveyed to the younger generation through personal 

contact with those who teach, not—or at least not in the main—through 

textbooks. It is this that primarily constitutes and preserves culture. This 

is what I have in mind when I recommend the "humanities" as important, 

not just dry specialized knowledge in the fields of history and philosophy.  

 

30. “…the world is in greater peril from those who tolerate or from those who tolerate or from those who tolerate or from those who tolerate or 

encourage evilencourage evilencourage evilencourage evil than from those who actually commit it.” 

 

31. To think with fear of the end of one's lifefear of the end of one's lifefear of the end of one's lifefear of the end of one's life is pretty general with 

human beings. It is one of the means nature uses to conserve the life of the 

species. 

 

32. The word god is for me nothing more than the The word god is for me nothing more than the The word god is for me nothing more than the The word god is for me nothing more than the 

expression and product of human weaknesexpression and product of human weaknesexpression and product of human weaknesexpression and product of human weaknessessessesses, the Bible a 

collection of honourable, but still primitive legends which are nevertheless 

pretty childish. No interpretation no matter how subtle can (for me) 

change this. 

 

33. If I would be a young man again and had to decide how to make my 

living, I would not try to become a scientist or scholar or teacher. I I I I 

would rather choose to be a plumber or a peddlerwould rather choose to be a plumber or a peddlerwould rather choose to be a plumber or a peddlerwould rather choose to be a plumber or a peddler in the 

hope to find that modest degree of independence still available under 

present circumstances.  

 

34. Now he has departed from this strange world a little ahead of me. That 

means nothing. People like us, who believe in physics, know People like us, who believe in physics, know People like us, who believe in physics, know People like us, who believe in physics, know 
that the distinction between past, that the distinction between past, that the distinction between past, that the distinction between past, presentpresentpresentpresent and future and future and future and future 

is only a stubbornly persistent illusion. 

 

35. The important thing is not to stop questioning; curiosity has its curiosity has its curiosity has its curiosity has its 

own reasonown reasonown reasonown reason for existing for existing for existing for existing. One cannot help but be in awe when 

contemplating the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvellous 

structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little 

of the mystery every day. The important thing is not to stop questioning; 

never lose a holy curiosity.  

 

36. Invention is not the product of logical thoughtInvention is not the product of logical thoughtInvention is not the product of logical thoughtInvention is not the product of logical thought, even 

though the final product is tied to a logical structure. 
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37. Because the academic career puts a young person in a sort of compulsory 

situation to produce scientific papers in impressive quantity, a 

temptation to superficialitytemptation to superficialitytemptation to superficialitytemptation to superficiality arises that only strong characters 

are able to resist. 

 

38. God does not care God does not care God does not care God does not care about our mathematical difficulties. He 

integrates empirically. 

 

39. What I'm really interested in is whether God couldGod couldGod couldGod could have made the  have made the  have made the  have made the 

world in a different wayworld in a different wayworld in a different wayworld in a different way; that is, whether the necessity of logical 

simplicity leaves any freedom at all.  

 

40. You see, when a blind beetle crawls over the surface of a blind beetle crawls over the surface of a blind beetle crawls over the surface of a blind beetle crawls over the surface of a 

globe he doesn't noticeglobe he doesn't noticeglobe he doesn't noticeglobe he doesn't notice that the track he has covered is curved. I 

was lucky enough to have spotted it.  

 

41. How on earth are you ever going to explain in terms of chemistry and 

physics so important a biological phenomenon as first so important a biological phenomenon as first so important a biological phenomenon as first so important a biological phenomenon as first 

lovelovelovelove? 

 

42. As far as I'm concerned I prefer silent vice to ostentatious I prefer silent vice to ostentatious I prefer silent vice to ostentatious I prefer silent vice to ostentatious 

virtuevirtuevirtuevirtue. In the matter of physics, the first lessons should contain nothing 

but what is experimental and interesting to see. A pretty experiment is in 

itself often more valuable than twenty formulae extracted from our 

minds. 

 

43. The devil has put a penalty on all things we enjoy in life. Either we we we we 
suffer in our health, or we suffer in our soul, or we suffer in our health, or we suffer in our soul, or we suffer in our health, or we suffer in our soul, or we suffer in our health, or we suffer in our soul, or we 

get fatget fatget fatget fat. 

 

44. I love to travel, but I hate to arriveI hate to arriveI hate to arriveI hate to arrive. 

 

45. When a man sits with a pretty girl for an hour, it seems like a minute. But 

let him sit on a hot stove for a minute and it's longer sit on a hot stove for a minute and it's longer sit on a hot stove for a minute and it's longer sit on a hot stove for a minute and it's longer 

than any hourthan any hourthan any hourthan any hour. That's relativity.  

 

46. We often discussed his notions on objective reality. I recall that during 

one walk Einstein suddenly stopped, turned to me and asked whether I 

really believed that the moon exists only when I look at itthe moon exists only when I look at itthe moon exists only when I look at itthe moon exists only when I look at it.  

 

47. If you want to live a happy live a happy live a happy live a happy lifelifelifelife, tie it to a goal, not to people or 

objects. 

 

48. If I can't picture itIf I can't picture itIf I can't picture itIf I can't picture it, I can't understand it.  
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49. I said before, the most beautiful and most profound religious emotion that 

we can experience is the sensation of the mystical. And this this this this 

mysticality is the pomysticality is the pomysticality is the pomysticality is the power of all true sciencewer of all true sciencewer of all true sciencewer of all true science. If there is any 

such concept as a God, it is a subtle spirit, not an image of a man that so 

many have fixed in their minds. In essence, my religion consists of my religion consists of my religion consists of my religion consists of 
a humble admiration for this illimitable superior spirita humble admiration for this illimitable superior spirita humble admiration for this illimitable superior spirita humble admiration for this illimitable superior spirit 

that reveals itself in the slight details that we are able to perceive with our 

frail and feeble minds.  

 

50. The physicists say that I am a mathematician, and the mathematicians 

say that I am a physicist. I am a completely isolated man and though 

everybody knows me, there there there there are very few people who really are very few people who really are very few people who really are very few people who really 

know meknow meknow meknow me. 

 

51. Even on the most solemn occasions I got away without wearing I got away without wearing I got away without wearing I got away without wearing 

sockssockssockssocks and hid that lack of civilisation in high boots.  

 

52. Man seeks to form for himself, in whatever manner is Man seeks to form for himself, in whatever manner is Man seeks to form for himself, in whatever manner is Man seeks to form for himself, in whatever manner is 

suitable for himsuitable for himsuitable for himsuitable for him, a simplified and lucid image of the world, and so to 

overcome the world of experience by striving to replace it to some extent 

by this image. This is what the painter does, and the poet, the speculative 

philosopher, the natural scientist, each in his own way. Into this image 

and its formation, he places the centre of gravity of his emotional life, in 

order to attain the peace and serenity that he cannot find within the 

narrow confines of swirling personal experience.  

 

53. The supreme task of the physicist is the discovery of the most general 

elementary laws from which the world-picture can be deduced logically. 

But there is no logical way to the discovery of these no logical way to the discovery of these no logical way to the discovery of these no logical way to the discovery of these 

elemental laws. There is only the way of intuitionelemental laws. There is only the way of intuitionelemental laws. There is only the way of intuitionelemental laws. There is only the way of intuition, which 

is helped by a feeling for the order lying behind the appearance, and this 

Einfühlung [literally, empathy or 'feeling one's way in']' is developed by 

experience. 

 

54. How can it be that mathematics, being after all a product mathematics, being after all a product mathematics, being after all a product mathematics, being after all a product 

of human thought which is independent of experienceof human thought which is independent of experienceof human thought which is independent of experienceof human thought which is independent of experience, 

is so admirably appropriate to the objects of reality? Is human reason, 

then, without experience, merely by taking thought, able to fathom the 

properties of real things? 

 

55. As far as the laws of mathematics refer to realitymathematics refer to realitymathematics refer to realitymathematics refer to reality, they are not 

certain; and as far as they are certain, they do not refer to reality. 

 

56. The meaning of relativity has been widely misunderstood. 
Philosophers play with the word, like a child with a Philosophers play with the word, like a child with a Philosophers play with the word, like a child with a Philosophers play with the word, like a child with a 

dolldolldolldoll. Relativity, as I see it, merely denotes that certain physical and 

mechanical facts, which have been regarded as positive and permanent, 

are relative with regard to certain other facts in the sphere of physics and 
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mechanics. It does not mean that everything in life is relative and that we 

have the right to turn the whole world mischievously topsy-turvy. 

 

57. No man can visualize four dimensions, except mathematically ... I think I think I think I think 

in four dimensions, but only abstractlyin four dimensions, but only abstractlyin four dimensions, but only abstractlyin four dimensions, but only abstractly. The human mind 

can picture these dimensions no more than it can envisage electricity. 

Nevertheless, they are no less real than electro-magnetism, the force 

which controls our universe, within, and by which we have our being. 

 

58. Sometimes one pays most for the things one gets for one pays most for the things one gets for one pays most for the things one gets for one pays most for the things one gets for 

nothingnothingnothingnothing. 

 

59. If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in 

music. I live my daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music. ... I 

cannot tell if I would have done any creative work of importance in 

music, but I do know that I get most joy in life out of my I do know that I get most joy in life out of my I do know that I get most joy in life out of my I do know that I get most joy in life out of my 

violinviolinviolinviolin. 

 

60. Reading after a certain age diverts the mind too much Reading after a certain age diverts the mind too much Reading after a certain age diverts the mind too much Reading after a certain age diverts the mind too much 

from its creative pursuitsfrom its creative pursuitsfrom its creative pursuitsfrom its creative pursuits. Any man who reads too much and 

uses his own brain too little falls into lazy habits of thinking… 

 

61. Practically, I am, nevertheless, compelled to act as if I am, nevertheless, compelled to act as if I am, nevertheless, compelled to act as if I am, nevertheless, compelled to act as if 

freedom of the will existedfreedom of the will existedfreedom of the will existedfreedom of the will existed. If I wish to live in a civilized 

community, I must act as if man is a responsible being. I know that 

philosophically a murderer is not responsible for his crime; nevertheless, 

I must protect myself from unpleasant contacts. I may consider him 

guiltless, but I prefer not to take tea with him. 

 

62. My own career was undoubtedly determined, not by my My own career was undoubtedly determined, not by my My own career was undoubtedly determined, not by my My own career was undoubtedly determined, not by my 

own willown willown willown will but by various factors over which I have no control—

primarily those mysterious glands in which Nature prepares the very 

essence of life, our internal secretions. 

 

63. The ordinary human being does not live long enough to human being does not live long enough to human being does not live long enough to human being does not live long enough to 

draw any substantial benefit from his own expedraw any substantial benefit from his own expedraw any substantial benefit from his own expedraw any substantial benefit from his own experiencerienceriencerience. 

And no one, it seems, can benefit by the experiences of others. Being both 

a father and teacher, I know we can teach our children nothing. We can 

transmit to them neither our knowledge of life nor of mathematics. Each 

must learn its lesson anew. 

 

64. IIII believe in intuitions and inspirations believe in intuitions and inspirations believe in intuitions and inspirations believe in intuitions and inspirations. I sometimes feel that I 

am right. I do not know that I am 

 

65. I do not think that religion is the most important element. We are We are We are We are 

held together rather by a body of traditionheld together rather by a body of traditionheld together rather by a body of traditionheld together rather by a body of tradition, handed down 

from father to son, which the child imbibes with his mother's milk. The 
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atmosphere of our infancy predetermines our idiosyncrasies and 

predilections. 

 

66. I am happy because I want nothing from anyoneI am happy because I want nothing from anyoneI am happy because I want nothing from anyoneI am happy because I want nothing from anyone. I do not 

care for money. Decorations, titles or distinctions mean nothing to me. I 

do not crave praise. The only thing that gives me pleasure, apart from my 

work, my violin and my sailboat, is the appreciation of my fellow workers. 

 

67. I claim credit for nothing. Everything is determined, the Everything is determined, the Everything is determined, the Everything is determined, the 

beginning as well as the endbeginning as well as the endbeginning as well as the endbeginning as well as the end, by forces over which we have no 

control. It is determined for the insect as well as for the star. Human 

beings, vegetables or cosmic dust, we all dance to a mysterious tune, 

intoned in the distance by an invisible player. 

 

68. The human mind, no matter how highly trained, cannot The human mind, no matter how highly trained, cannot The human mind, no matter how highly trained, cannot The human mind, no matter how highly trained, cannot 

graspgraspgraspgrasp the universe the universe the universe the universe. We are in the position of a little child, entering 

a huge library whose walls are covered to the ceiling with books in many 

different tongues. The child knows that someone must have written those 

books. It does not know who or how. It does not understand the languages 

in which they are written. The child notes a definite plan in the 

arrangement of the books, a mysterious order, which it does not 

comprehend, but only dimly suspects. That, it seems to me, is the attitude 

of the human mind, even the greatest and most cultured, toward God. 

 

69. Perhaps we live best and do things bestwe live best and do things bestwe live best and do things bestwe live best and do things best when we are not too 

conscious of how and why we do them. 

 

70. I have only two rulesI have only two rulesI have only two rulesI have only two rules which I regard as principles of conduct. The 

first is: Have no rules. The second is: Be independent of the opinion of 

others. 

 

71. The desire for guidance, love, and support prompts men to form the 

social or moral conception of God. This is the God of Providence, who 

protects, disposes, rewards, and punishes; the God who, according to the 

limits of the believer's outlook, loves and cherishes the life of the tribe or 

of the human race, or even of life itself; the comforter in sorrow and 

unsatisfied longing; he who preserves the souls of the dead. This is the This is the This is the This is the 

social or moral conception of Godsocial or moral conception of Godsocial or moral conception of Godsocial or moral conception of God. 

 

72. The inThe inThe inThe individual feels the futility of human desiresdividual feels the futility of human desiresdividual feels the futility of human desiresdividual feels the futility of human desires and 

aims and the sublimity and marvellous order which reveal themselves 

both in nature and in the world of thought. 

 

73. I maintain that the cosmic religious feeling cosmic religious feeling cosmic religious feeling cosmic religious feeling is the strongest and 

noblest motive for scientific research 
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74. Those whose acquaintance with scientific research is derived scientific research is derived scientific research is derived scientific research is derived 
chiefly from its practical results easily develop a chiefly from its practical results easily develop a chiefly from its practical results easily develop a chiefly from its practical results easily develop a 

completely false notion of the mentalitycompletely false notion of the mentalitycompletely false notion of the mentalitycompletely false notion of the mentality of the men who, 

surrounded by a sceptical world, have shown the way to kindred spirits 

scattered wide through the world and through the centuries. 

 

75. How strange is the lot of us mortals! Each of us is here for a Each of us is here for a Each of us is here for a Each of us is here for a 

brief sojournbrief sojournbrief sojournbrief sojourn; for what purpose he knows not, though he sometimes 

thinks he senses it 

 

76. In human freedom in the philosophical sense I amIn human freedom in the philosophical sense I amIn human freedom in the philosophical sense I amIn human freedom in the philosophical sense I am    

definitely a disbelieverdefinitely a disbelieverdefinitely a disbelieverdefinitely a disbeliever. Everybody acts not only under external 

compulsion but also in accordance with inner necessity. 

 

77. I have never looked upon ease and happiness as ends in themselves — this 

critical basis I call the ideal of a pigsty. The ideals that have lighted my 

way, and time after time have given me new courage to face life 

cheerfully, have been Kindness, Beauty, and Truth. Without the Without the Without the Without the 
sense of kinship with men of like mind, without the sense of kinship with men of like mind, without the sense of kinship with men of like mind, without the sense of kinship with men of like mind, without the 
occupation with the objective world, the eternally occupation with the objective world, the eternally occupation with the objective world, the eternally occupation with the objective world, the eternally 
unattainaunattainaunattainaunattainable in the field of art and scientific ble in the field of art and scientific ble in the field of art and scientific ble in the field of art and scientific 

endeavoursendeavoursendeavoursendeavours, life would have seemed empty to me, life would have seemed empty to me, life would have seemed empty to me, life would have seemed empty to me. The 

trite objects of human efforts — possessions, outward success, luxury — 

have always seemed to me contemptible. 

 

78. The really valuable thing in the pageant of human lifvaluable thing in the pageant of human lifvaluable thing in the pageant of human lifvaluable thing in the pageant of human life e e e 
seems to me not the State but the creative, sentient seems to me not the State but the creative, sentient seems to me not the State but the creative, sentient seems to me not the State but the creative, sentient 

individual, the personalityindividual, the personalityindividual, the personalityindividual, the personality; it alone creates the noble and the 

sublime, while the herd as such remains dull in thought and dull in 

feeling. 

 

79. War seems to me a mean, contemptible thing: I would rather I would rather I would rather I would rather be be be be 
hacked in pieces than take part in such an abominable hacked in pieces than take part in such an abominable hacked in pieces than take part in such an abominable hacked in pieces than take part in such an abominable 

businessbusinessbusinessbusiness. 

 

80. To sense that behind anything that can be experienced behind anything that can be experienced behind anything that can be experienced behind anything that can be experienced 

there is a something that our mind cannot graspthere is a something that our mind cannot graspthere is a something that our mind cannot graspthere is a something that our mind cannot grasp and 

whose beauty and sublimity reaches us only indirectly and as a feeble 

reflection, this is religiousness. In this sense I am religious. To me it 

suffices to wonder at these secrets and to attempt humbly to grasp with 

my mind a mere image of the lofty structure of all that there is. 

 

81. The main source of the presentmain source of the presentmain source of the presentmain source of the present----day conflictsday conflictsday conflictsday conflicts between the 

spheres of religion and of science lies in this concept of a personal God. 
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82. Many persons have inquired concerning a recent message of mine that "a a a a 

new type of thinking is essentialnew type of thinking is essentialnew type of thinking is essentialnew type of thinking is essential if mankind is to survive and 

move to higher levels." 

 

83. The great moral teaThe great moral teaThe great moral teaThe great moral teachers of humanitychers of humanitychers of humanitychers of humanity were, in a way, 

artistic geniuses in the art of living. 

 

84. “…the man who regards his own life and that of his the man who regards his own life and that of his the man who regards his own life and that of his the man who regards his own life and that of his 

fellow creatures as meaninglessfellow creatures as meaninglessfellow creatures as meaninglessfellow creatures as meaningless is not merely unfortunate 

but almost disqualified for life” 

 

85. The individual is what he is and has The individual is what he is and has The individual is what he is and has The individual is what he is and has the significancethe significancethe significancethe significance that 

he has not so much in virtue of his individuality, but rather as a member 

of a great human society, which directs his material and spiritual 

existence from the cradle to the grave. 

 

86. A man's value to the community A man's value to the community A man's value to the community A man's value to the community depends primarily on how far 

his feelings, thoughts, and actions are directed towards promoting the 

good of his fellows. 

 

87. It is clear that all the valuable things, material, spiritual, and moral, 
which we receive from society can be traced back which we receive from society can be traced back which we receive from society can be traced back which we receive from society can be traced back 
through countless generations tothrough countless generations tothrough countless generations tothrough countless generations to certain creative  certain creative  certain creative  certain creative 

individualsindividualsindividualsindividuals. The use of fire, the cultivation of edible plants, the steam 

engine — each was discovered by one man. 

 

88. Only the individual can think, and thereby create new values for society 

— nay, even set up new moral standards to which the life of the 

community conforms. Without creative, independently Without creative, independently Without creative, independently Without creative, independently 
thinking and judging personalities the upward thinking and judging personalities the upward thinking and judging personalities the upward thinking and judging personalities the upward 

development of society is as unthinkabledevelopment of society is as unthinkabledevelopment of society is as unthinkabledevelopment of society is as unthinkable as the 

development of the individual personality without the nourishing soil of 

the community. 

 

89. The example of great and pure characters is the only thing pure characters is the only thing pure characters is the only thing pure characters is the only thing 

that can produce fine ideasthat can produce fine ideasthat can produce fine ideasthat can produce fine ideas and noble deeds. 

 

90. There is nothing divine about morality, it is a purely There is nothing divine about morality, it is a purely There is nothing divine about morality, it is a purely There is nothing divine about morality, it is a purely 

human affairhuman affairhuman affairhuman affair. His religious feeling takes the form of a rapturous 

amazement at the harmony of natural law, which reveals an intelligence 

of such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and 

acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection. 

 

91. There are few enough people with sufficient independence to see the 

weaknesses anweaknesses anweaknesses anweaknesses and follies of their contemporariesd follies of their contemporariesd follies of their contemporariesd follies of their contemporaries and 

remain themselves untouched by them. 
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92. Man can find meaning in lifeMan can find meaning in lifeMan can find meaning in lifeMan can find meaning in life, short and perilous as it is, only 

through devoting himself to society. 

 

93. But laws alone cannot secure freedom of expression; in order that every 

man may present his views without penalty there must be a penalty there must be a penalty there must be a penalty there must be a 

spirit of tolerance in the entire populationspirit of tolerance in the entire populationspirit of tolerance in the entire populationspirit of tolerance in the entire population. 

 

94. I live in that solitude which is painful in youth, but solitude which is painful in youth, but solitude which is painful in youth, but solitude which is painful in youth, but 

deliciousdeliciousdeliciousdelicious in the years of maturity. 

 

95. Everything that is really great and inspiringEverything that is really great and inspiringEverything that is really great and inspiringEverything that is really great and inspiring is created by 

the individual who can labour in freedom. 

 

96. We should take care not to make the intellect our godtake care not to make the intellect our godtake care not to make the intellect our godtake care not to make the intellect our god; it 

has, of course, powerful muscles, but no personality. It cannot lead, it can 

only serve. 

 

97. Everyone is aware of the difficult and menacing is aware of the difficult and menacing is aware of the difficult and menacing is aware of the difficult and menacing 

situation in which humsituation in which humsituation in which humsituation in which human society an society an society an society -- shrunk into one community 

with a common fate — finds itself, but only a few act accordingly. 

 

98. Whoever undertakes to set himself up as a judge of Truth and Knowledge 

is shipwrecked by the laughter of the godsshipwrecked by the laughter of the godsshipwrecked by the laughter of the godsshipwrecked by the laughter of the gods. 

 

99. Joy in looking and comprehendingJoy in looking and comprehendingJoy in looking and comprehendingJoy in looking and comprehending is nature's most is nature's most is nature's most is nature's most 

beautiful giftbeautiful giftbeautiful giftbeautiful gift. 

 

100. Never before have I lived through a storm like the one this night. ... The 

sea has a look of indescribable grandeur, especially when the sun falls on 

it. One feels as if one is dissolved and merged into Nature. Even more 

than usual, one feels the insignificance of the individual, one feels the insignificance of the individual, one feels the insignificance of the individual, one feels the insignificance of the individual, 

and it makes one happyand it makes one happyand it makes one happyand it makes one happy. 

 

101. Measured objectively, what a man can wrest from Truth by passionate 

striving is utterly infinitesimal. But the striving frees us from striving frees us from striving frees us from striving frees us from 

the bonds of the self and makes us cothe bonds of the self and makes us cothe bonds of the self and makes us cothe bonds of the self and makes us comradesmradesmradesmrades of those who 

are the best and the greatest. 

 

102. Since our inner experiences consist of reproductions, our inner experiences consist of reproductions, our inner experiences consist of reproductions, our inner experiences consist of reproductions, 
and combinations of sensory impressions,and combinations of sensory impressions,and combinations of sensory impressions,and combinations of sensory impressions, the concept the concept the concept the concept 
of a soul without a body seem to me to be empty and of a soul without a body seem to me to be empty and of a soul without a body seem to me to be empty and of a soul without a body seem to me to be empty and 
devoid of meaningdevoid of meaningdevoid of meaningdevoid of meaning 

 

103. Something there is that can refresh and revivify older people: joy in the 

activities of the younger generation—a joy, to be sure, that is clouded by 

dark forebodings in these unsettled times. And yet, as always, the 
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springtime sun brings forth new life, and we may rejoice because of this 

new life and contribute to its unfolding; and Mozart remains as beautiful 

and tender as he always was and always will be. There is, after all, There is, after all, There is, after all, There is, after all, 
something eternal that lies beyond reach of the hand something eternal that lies beyond reach of the hand something eternal that lies beyond reach of the hand something eternal that lies beyond reach of the hand 

of fate and of all human delusionsof fate and of all human delusionsof fate and of all human delusionsof fate and of all human delusions. And such eternals lie 

closer to an older person than to a younger one oscillating between fear 

and hope. For us, there remains the privilege of experiencing beauty and 

truth in their purest forms. 

 

104. In order to be a perfect memberIn order to be a perfect memberIn order to be a perfect memberIn order to be a perfect member of a flock of sheep, one has to 

be, foremost, a sheep. 

 

105. Hail to the man who went through life always helping Hail to the man who went through life always helping Hail to the man who went through life always helping Hail to the man who went through life always helping 

othersothersothersothers, knowing no fear, and to whom aggressiveness and resentment 

are alien. 

 

106. Few people are capable of expressing with equanimity Few people are capable of expressing with equanimity Few people are capable of expressing with equanimity Few people are capable of expressing with equanimity 
opinions that differ from the prejudices of their social opinions that differ from the prejudices of their social opinions that differ from the prejudices of their social opinions that differ from the prejudices of their social 

eeeenvironmentnvironmentnvironmentnvironment. Most people are even incapable of forming such 

opinions. 

 

107. There has been an earth for a little more than a There has been an earth for a little more than a There has been an earth for a little more than a There has been an earth for a little more than a 

billion yearsbillion yearsbillion yearsbillion years. As for the question of the end of it I advise: Wait and 

see! 

 

108. What I see in Nature is a magnificent structureWhat I see in Nature is a magnificent structureWhat I see in Nature is a magnificent structureWhat I see in Nature is a magnificent structure that we 

can comprehend only very imperfectly, and that must fill a thinking 

person with a feeling of "humility." 

 

109. If something is in me which can be called religiousIf something is in me which can be called religiousIf something is in me which can be called religiousIf something is in me which can be called religious then it 

is the unbounded admiration for the structure of the unbounded admiration for the structure of the unbounded admiration for the structure of the unbounded admiration for the structure of the 

worldworldworldworld so far as our science can reveal it. 

 

110. Wisdom is not a product of schoolingWisdom is not a product of schoolingWisdom is not a product of schoolingWisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong 

attempt to acquire it. 

 

111. Nothing truly valuable arises from ambition or from a Nothing truly valuable arises from ambition or from a Nothing truly valuable arises from ambition or from a Nothing truly valuable arises from ambition or from a 

mere sense of dutymere sense of dutymere sense of dutymere sense of duty; it stems rather from love and devotion towards 

men and towards objective things. 

 

112. Falling in love Falling in love Falling in love Falling in love is not at all the most stupidis not at all the most stupidis not at all the most stupidis not at all the most stupid thing that 

people do — but gravitation cannot be held responsible for it. 

 

113. Science is a wonderful thingScience is a wonderful thingScience is a wonderful thingScience is a wonderful thing if one does not have to earn one's 

living at it. 
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114. But let us not forget that human knowledge and skills alone human knowledge and skills alone human knowledge and skills alone human knowledge and skills alone 

cannot lead cannot lead cannot lead cannot lead humanity to a happy and dignified lifehumanity to a happy and dignified lifehumanity to a happy and dignified lifehumanity to a happy and dignified life. 

Humanity has every reason to place the proclaimers of high moral 

standards and values above the discoverers of objective truth. 

 

115. For the most part we humans live with the false For the most part we humans live with the false For the most part we humans live with the false For the most part we humans live with the false 

impression of securityimpression of securityimpression of securityimpression of security and a feeling of being at home in a 

seemingly trustworthy physical and human environment. But when the 

expected course of everyday life is interrupted, we are like shipwrecked 

people on a miserable plank in the open sea, having forgotten where they 

came from and not knowing whither they are drifting. But once we fully 

accept this, life becomes easier and there is no longer any disappointment. 

 

116. Study and in general the pursuit of truth and beauty is a sphere of 

activity in which we are permitted to remain children all we are permitted to remain children all we are permitted to remain children all we are permitted to remain children all 

our lour lour lour livesivesivesives. 

 

117. The most important human most important human most important human most important human endeavourendeavourendeavourendeavour is the striving for  is the striving for  is the striving for  is the striving for 

moralitymoralitymoralitymorality in our actions. Our inner balance and even our very existence 

depend on it. Only morality in our actions can give beauty and dignity to 

life. 

 

118. Bear in mind that those who are finer and those who are finer and those who are finer and those who are finer and nobler are nobler are nobler are nobler are 

always alonealways alonealways alonealways alone — and necessarily so — and that because of this they 

can enjoy the purity of their own atmosphere. 

 

119. Who would have thought around 1900 that in fifty years time we we we we 
would know so much more and understand so much would know so much more and understand so much would know so much more and understand so much would know so much more and understand so much 

lesslesslessless. 

 

120. “. . . from the age of twelve I began to suspect authority and distrust 

teachers. I learned mostly at home, first from my uncle and then from a 

student who came to eat with us once a week. He would give me books on 

physics and astronomy. The more I read, the more puzzledThe more I read, the more puzzledThe more I read, the more puzzledThe more I read, the more puzzled I  I  I  I 
was by the order of the universe and the disorder of was by the order of the universe and the disorder of was by the order of the universe and the disorder of was by the order of the universe and the disorder of 

the human mindthe human mindthe human mindthe human mind, by the scientists who didn't agree on the how, the 

when, or the why of creation. Then one day this student brought me 

Kant's Critique of Pure Reason. Reading Kant, I began to suspect 

everything I was taught. I no longer believed in the known God of the 

Bible, but rather in the mysterious God expressed in nature.” 

 

121. The basic laws of the universe are simpleThe basic laws of the universe are simpleThe basic laws of the universe are simpleThe basic laws of the universe are simple, but because our 

senses are limited, we can't grasp them. There is a pattern in creation 

 

122. Since others have explained my theory, I can no longer others have explained my theory, I can no longer others have explained my theory, I can no longer others have explained my theory, I can no longer 

understandunderstandunderstandunderstand it myself. 

 



 14 

123. Science is never finished because the humanScience is never finished because the humanScience is never finished because the humanScience is never finished because the human mind only 

uses a small portion of its capacity, and man's exploration of his world is 

also limited. If we look at this tree outside whose roots search beneath the 

pavement for water, or a flower which sends its sweet smell to the 

pollinating bees, or even our own selves and the inner forces that drive us 

to act, we can see that we all dance to a mysterious tune, and the piper 

who plays this melody from an inscrutable distance—whatever name we 

give him— Creative Force, or God—escapes all book knowledge. 

 

124. Intuition makes us look at unrelated facts and then Intuition makes us look at unrelated facts and then Intuition makes us look at unrelated facts and then Intuition makes us look at unrelated facts and then 

think aboutthink aboutthink aboutthink about them until they can all be brought under one law. To look 

for related facts means holding onto what one has instead of searching for 

new facts. Intuition is the father of new knowledge, while empiricism is 

nothing but an accumulation of old knowledge. Intuition, not intellect, is 

the 'open sesame' of yourself. 

 

125. Let us accept the world is a mystery. Nature is neither solely Nature is neither solely Nature is neither solely Nature is neither solely 

material nor entirely spiritualmaterial nor entirely spiritualmaterial nor entirely spiritualmaterial nor entirely spiritual. Man, too, is more than flesh 

and blood; otherwise, no religions would have been possible. Behind each 

cause is still another cause; the end or the beginning of all causes has yet 

to be found. Yet, only one thing must be remembered: there is no effect 

without a cause, and there is no lawlessness in creation" 

 

126. If I hadn't an absolute faith in the harmony of creation, I wouldn't have 

tried for thirty years to express it in a mathematical formula. It is only It is only It is only It is only 
man's consciousness of what he does with his mind that man's consciousness of what he does with his mind that man's consciousness of what he does with his mind that man's consciousness of what he does with his mind that 

elevates him above the animalselevates him above the animalselevates him above the animalselevates him above the animals, and enables him to become 

aware of himself and his relationship to the universe. 

 

127. I like to experience the universe as one harmonious I like to experience the universe as one harmonious I like to experience the universe as one harmonious I like to experience the universe as one harmonious 

wholewholewholewhole. Every cell has life. Matter, too, has life; it is energy solidified. 

Our bodies are like prisons, and I look forward to be free, but I don't 

speculate on what will happen to me. I live here now, and my 

responsibility is in this world now. . . . I deal with natural laws. This is my 

work here on earth. 

 

128. The genuine scientist is not moved by praise or blameThe genuine scientist is not moved by praise or blameThe genuine scientist is not moved by praise or blameThe genuine scientist is not moved by praise or blame, 

nor does he preach. He unveils the universe and people come eagerly, 

without being pushed, to behold a new revelation: the order, the 

harmony, the magnificence of creation! 

 

129. And as man becomes conscious of the stupendous laws man becomes conscious of the stupendous laws man becomes conscious of the stupendous laws man becomes conscious of the stupendous laws 

that govern the universe in perfect harmonythat govern the universe in perfect harmonythat govern the universe in perfect harmonythat govern the universe in perfect harmony, he begins to 

realize how small he is. He sees the pettiness of human existence, with its 

ambitions and intrigues, its 'I am better than thou' creed. This is the 

beginning of cosmic religion within him; fellowship and human service 

become his moral code. And without such moral foundations, we are 

hopelessly doomed. 
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130. I believe in one thing—that only a life lived for others is a only a life lived for others is a only a life lived for others is a only a life lived for others is a 

life wortlife wortlife wortlife worth livingh livingh livingh living. 

 

131. If we want to improve the world we cannot do it with If we want to improve the world we cannot do it with If we want to improve the world we cannot do it with If we want to improve the world we cannot do it with 

scientific knowledge but with idealsscientific knowledge but with idealsscientific knowledge but with idealsscientific knowledge but with ideals. Confucius, Buddha, 

Jesus and Gandhi have done more for humanity than science has done. 

We must begin with the heart of man—with his conscience—and the 

values of conscience can only be manifested by selfless service to 

mankind. 

 

132. I believe that we don't need to worry about what I believe that we don't need to worry about what I believe that we don't need to worry about what I believe that we don't need to worry about what 

happens after this lifehappens after this lifehappens after this lifehappens after this life, as long as we do our duty here—to love 

and to serve. 

 

133. I have faith in the universe, for it is rational. Law underlies each 

happening. And I have faith in my purpose here on earth. I I have faith in my purpose here on earth. I I have faith in my purpose here on earth. I I have faith in my purpose here on earth. I 

have faith in my intuitionhave faith in my intuitionhave faith in my intuitionhave faith in my intuition, the language of my conscience, but I 

have no faith in speculation about Heaven and Hell. I'm concerned with 

this time—here and now. 

 

134. Philosophy is empty if it isn't based on science. Science discovers, Science discovers, Science discovers, Science discovers, 

philosophy interpretsphilosophy interpretsphilosophy interpretsphilosophy interprets. 

 

135. Indeed, it is not intellect, but intuition which advances intuition which advances intuition which advances intuition which advances 

humanityhumanityhumanityhumanity. Intuition tells man his purpose in this life. 

 

136. I cannot conceive of anything after my physical death—perhaps it will 

end it all. The knowledge that I am now on this earth and a mysterious 

part of eternity is enough for me. My death will be an easy one, too, for 

since early youth I have always detached myself from family, friends, and 

surroundings. And should I live on, I have no fear of the next I have no fear of the next I have no fear of the next I have no fear of the next 

lifelifelifelife. Whatever good I did helped to free me from myself. What a 

miserable creature man would be if he were good not for the sake of being 

good, but because religion told him that he would get a reward after this 

life, and that if he weren't good he'd be punished. 

 

137. “…our faculties are dull and can only comprehend “…our faculties are dull and can only comprehend “…our faculties are dull and can only comprehend “…our faculties are dull and can only comprehend 

wisdom and serene beauty in crude formswisdom and serene beauty in crude formswisdom and serene beauty in crude formswisdom and serene beauty in crude forms, but the heart of 

man through intuition leads us to greater understanding of ourselves and 

the universe” 

 

138. Wait a minute! I am not a mystic. Trying to find out the laws of out the laws of out the laws of out the laws of 

nature has nothing to do with mysticismnature has nothing to do with mysticismnature has nothing to do with mysticismnature has nothing to do with mysticism, though in the face 

of creation I feel very humble. It is as if a spirit is manifest infinitely 

superior to man's spirit. Through my pursuit in science I have known 

cosmic religious feelings. But I don't care to be called a mystic. 



 16 

 

139. I do not believe in the God of theology who rewards I do not believe in the God of theology who rewards I do not believe in the God of theology who rewards I do not believe in the God of theology who rewards 

good and punishes evilgood and punishes evilgood and punishes evilgood and punishes evil. My God created laws that take care of 

that. His universe is not ruled by wishful thinking, but by immutable laws 

 

140. You must warn people not to make the intellect their God. The The The The 
intellect knows methods but it seldom knows values, intellect knows methods but it seldom knows values, intellect knows methods but it seldom knows values, intellect knows methods but it seldom knows values, 

and they come from feelingand they come from feelingand they come from feelingand they come from feeling. If one doesn't play a part in the 

creative whole, he is not worth being called human. He has betrayed his 

true purpose. 

 

141. Certainly there are things worth believing. I believe in the brotherhood of 

man and in personal originality. But if you asked me to prove if you asked me to prove if you asked me to prove if you asked me to prove 

what I believe, I couldn'twhat I believe, I couldn'twhat I believe, I couldn'twhat I believe, I couldn't. You can spend your whole life trying to 

prove what you believe; you may hunt for reasons, but it will all be in 

vain. Yet our beliefs are like our existence; they are facts. If you don't yet 

know what to believe in, then try to learn what you feel and desire. 

 

142. An intuitive child couldn't accomplish anything without some knowledge. 

There will come a point in everyone's life, however, where only only only only 
intuition can make the leap ahead, without ever intuition can make the leap ahead, without ever intuition can make the leap ahead, without ever intuition can make the leap ahead, without ever 

knowing precisely howknowing precisely howknowing precisely howknowing precisely how. One can never know why, but one must 

accept intuition as a fact. 

 

143. Don't think about why you question, simply don't stop questioning. 
DonDonDonDon't worry about what you can't answer, and don't 't worry about what you can't answer, and don't 't worry about what you can't answer, and don't 't worry about what you can't answer, and don't 

try to explain what you can't knowtry to explain what you can't knowtry to explain what you can't knowtry to explain what you can't know. Curiosity is its own 

reason. Aren't you in awe when you contemplate the mysteries of eternity, 

of life, of the marvellous structure behind reality? And this is the miracle 

of the human mind—to use its constructions, concepts, and formulas as 

tools to explain what man sees, feels and touches. Try to comprehend a 

little more each day. Have holy curiosity 

 

144. First you must have faith in an eternal world independent of you; then 

you must have faith in your ability to perceive it, and finally you must try 

to explain it by means of concepts or mathematical constructions. But 

don't always accept traditional concepts without re-examining them. Even 

overthrow my relativity theory, if you find a better one. . . . You must 

believe that the world was created as a unified whole which is 

comprehensible to man. Of course, it's going to take an infinitely long 

time to investigate this unified creation. But to me that is the highest and 

most sacred duty—unifying physics. Simplicity is the criterion Simplicity is the criterion Simplicity is the criterion Simplicity is the criterion 

of the universeof the universeof the universeof the universe. 

 

145. Be a lonerBe a lonerBe a lonerBe a loner. That gives you time to wonder, to search for the truth. 

Have holy curiosity. Make your life worth living. 
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146. "Try not to become a man of success but rather try to become a try to become a try to become a try to become a 

mmmman of valuean of valuean of valuean of value. He is considered successful in our day who gets more 

out of life than he puts in. But a man of value will give more than he 

receives." 

 

147. We are succumbing to illusions produced by our selfillusions produced by our selfillusions produced by our selfillusions produced by our self----

created languagecreated languagecreated languagecreated language, without reaching a better understanding of 

anything. 

 

148. I have always believed that JesusI have always believed that JesusI have always believed that JesusI have always believed that Jesus meant by the Kingdom of 

God the small group scattered all through time of intellectually and 

ethically valuable people. 

 

149. “…every one who is seriously engaged in the pursuit of science becomes 

convinced that the laws of nature manifest the existence of a spirit spirit spirit spirit 

vastly superior to that of menvastly superior to that of menvastly superior to that of menvastly superior to that of men, and one in the face of which we 

with our modest powers must feel humble” 

 

150. The Wonder of nature does not become smaller because nature does not become smaller because nature does not become smaller because nature does not become smaller because 

one cannot measure it one cannot measure it one cannot measure it one cannot measure it by the standards of human moral and 

human aims. 

 

151. Science can only arrange ethical propositions logically and furnish the 

means for the realization of ethical aims, but the determination of determination of determination of determination of 

aims is beyond its scopeaims is beyond its scopeaims is beyond its scopeaims is beyond its scope. 

 

152. I want to know how God created this worldI want to know how God created this worldI want to know how God created this worldI want to know how God created this world. I'm not 

interested in this or that phenomenon, in the spectrum of this or that 

element. I want to know His thoughts, the rest are details. 

 

153. I believe that we have to content ourselves with our have to content ourselves with our have to content ourselves with our have to content ourselves with our 

imperfect knowledgeimperfect knowledgeimperfect knowledgeimperfect knowledge and understanding and treat values and 

moral obligations as a purely human problem—the most important of all 

human problems. 

 

154. There are only two ways to live your lifeThere are only two ways to live your lifeThere are only two ways to live your lifeThere are only two ways to live your life. One is as though 

nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is. 

 

155. Common sense isCommon sense isCommon sense isCommon sense is nothing more than a deposit of prejudices laid 

down by the mind before you reach eighteen. 

 

156. Fairy tales and more fairy talesFairy tales and more fairy talesFairy tales and more fairy talesFairy tales and more fairy tales. [in response to a mother who 

wanted her son to become a scientist and asked Einstein what reading 

material to give him]. The mother protested that she was really serious 

about this and she wanted a serious answer; but Dr. Einstein persisted, 

adding that creative imagination is the essential element creative imagination is the essential element creative imagination is the essential element creative imagination is the essential element 



 18 

in the intellectual equipment of the true scientistin the intellectual equipment of the true scientistin the intellectual equipment of the true scientistin the intellectual equipment of the true scientist, and 

that fairy tales are the childhood stimulus to this quality. 

 

157. Two things are infiTwo things are infiTwo things are infiTwo things are infinitenitenitenite: the universe and the human stupidity. 

 

158. Contempt prior to investigationContempt prior to investigationContempt prior to investigationContempt prior to investigation is what enslaves a mind to 

Ignorance. 

 

159. Buddhism has the characteristics of what would be Buddhism has the characteristics of what would be Buddhism has the characteristics of what would be Buddhism has the characteristics of what would be 

expected in a cosmic religionexpected in a cosmic religionexpected in a cosmic religionexpected in a cosmic religion for the future: It transcends a 

personal God, avoids dogmas and theology; it covers both the natural and 

the spiritual 

 

160. If you are out to describe the truthdescribe the truthdescribe the truthdescribe the truth, leave elegance to the tailor. 

 

161. You do not really understand somethingYou do not really understand somethingYou do not really understand somethingYou do not really understand something unless you can 

explain it to your grandmother. 

 

162. A little knowledge is a dangerous thingA little knowledge is a dangerous thingA little knowledge is a dangerous thingA little knowledge is a dangerous thing. So is a lot. 

 

163. Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more 

complexcomplexcomplexcomplex, and more violent. It takes a touch of genius—and a lot of 

courage to move in the opposite direction (thought not to be Einstein by 

commentators) 

 

164. Education is that which remainsEducation is that which remainsEducation is that which remainsEducation is that which remains, if one has forgotten 

everything he learned in school. 

 

165. The world is a dangerous place to liveThe world is a dangerous place to liveThe world is a dangerous place to liveThe world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 

people who are evil, but because of the people who don't do anything 

about it. 

 

166. Time is nature's wayTime is nature's wayTime is nature's wayTime is nature's way of keeping everything from happening at once. 

 

167. The intuitive mind is a sacred giftThe intuitive mind is a sacred giftThe intuitive mind is a sacred giftThe intuitive mind is a sacred gift and the rational mind is a 

faithful servant. We have created a society that honours the servant and 

has forgotten the gift. 

 

Quotes about Quotes about Quotes about Quotes about EinsteinEinsteinEinsteinEinstein::::    

    

I was particularly won over by his sweet disposition, by his generalhis sweet disposition, by his generalhis sweet disposition, by his generalhis sweet disposition, by his general    

kindness, by his simplicity, and by his friendlinesskindness, by his simplicity, and by his friendlinesskindness, by his simplicity, and by his friendlinesskindness, by his simplicity, and by his friendliness. Occasionally, 

gaiety would gain the upper hand and he would strike a more personal note and 

even disclose some detail of his day-to-day life. Then again, reverting to his 

characteristic mood of reflection and meditation, he would launch into a 
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profound and original discussion of a variety of scientific and other problems. I 

shall always remember the enchantment of all those meetings, from which I 

carried away an indelible impression of Einstein's great human qualities.  

 

Louis de Broglie, New Perspectives in Physics, p. 182 

 

Like many other great scientists he does not fit the boxes in which popular 

polemicists like to pigeonhole him. ... It is clear for example that he had respect 

for the religious values enshrined within Judaic and Christian traditions ... but 
what he understood by religion was something far more what he understood by religion was something far more what he understood by religion was something far more what he understood by religion was something far more 
subtle than what is usually meant by the word in popular subtle than what is usually meant by the word in popular subtle than what is usually meant by the word in popular subtle than what is usually meant by the word in popular 

discussiondiscussiondiscussiondiscussion.  

 

John Brooke, as quoted in "Childish superstition: Einstein's letter makes 

view of religion relatively clear" in The Guardian (13 May 2008) 

 

Einstein was a giantEinstein was a giantEinstein was a giantEinstein was a giant. His head was in the clouds, but his feet were on the 

ground. Those of us who are not so tall have to choose!  

 

Richard Feynman, as quoted in Collective Electro-dynamics: Quantum 

Foundations of Electromagnetism (2002) by Carver A. Mead, p. xix 

 

Men like Einstein proclaim obvious truths about war but are not listened to. So 

long as Einstein is unintelligible, he is thought wise, but as soon as he says but as soon as he says but as soon as he says but as soon as he says 
anything that peopanything that peopanything that peopanything that people can understand, it is thought that his le can understand, it is thought that his le can understand, it is thought that his le can understand, it is thought that his 

wisdom has departed from himwisdom has departed from himwisdom has departed from himwisdom has departed from him.  

 

Bertrand Russell, Do Governments Desire War? (1932), a newspaper 

article for the "New York American" (as quoted in Mortals and Others, v.1, 

1975) 

 

Oh, he was a lovely man, Einstein. Oh, lovely man. He had the most Oh, lovely man. He had the most Oh, lovely man. He had the most Oh, lovely man. He had the most 

perfect simplicity and perfect modesty, perfect simplicity and perfect modesty, perfect simplicity and perfect modesty, perfect simplicity and perfect modesty, and all his feelings were 

humane.  

 

Bertrand Russell, in an interview with David Susskind, June 10, 1962. 

 

I like quoting EinsteinI like quoting EinsteinI like quoting EinsteinI like quoting Einstein. Know why? Because nobody dares contradict you.  

 

Studs Terkel, as quoted in "Voice of America" in The Guardian (1 March 

2002) 

 

Einstein explained his theory to me every dayEinstein explained his theory to me every dayEinstein explained his theory to me every dayEinstein explained his theory to me every day, and on my arrival I 

was fully convinced that he understood it.  

 

Attributed to Chaim Weizmann, after a long trans-Atlantic journey; 

Simpson's Contemporary Quotations (6822) credits Nigel Calder, Einstein's 

Universe (1979); a slightly different version appears in David Bodanis, E=mc², 



 20 

which credits Carl Seelig, Albert Einstein: A Documentary Biography (1956), pp. 

80–81 

 

[H]is work revolve[H]is work revolve[H]is work revolve[H]is work revolved around three rules which apply to all d around three rules which apply to all d around three rules which apply to all d around three rules which apply to all 

sciencesciencesciencescience, our problems, and times:  

 

Out of clutter, find simplicity;Out of clutter, find simplicity;Out of clutter, find simplicity;Out of clutter, find simplicity;    

From discord make harmony; and finallyFrom discord make harmony; and finallyFrom discord make harmony; and finallyFrom discord make harmony; and finally    

In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.    

 

John Archibald Wheeler, interviewed in Cosmic Search Vol. 1, No. 4 (Fall 

1979). The three principles are sometimes attributed to Einstein himself, but no 

source can be found showing that Einstein stated them, and Wheeler didn't 

indicate in the interview whether he was quoting something Einstein had told 

him or giving his own description of how Einstein worked. 

 

All above quotes from the url below. It is important to note most quotations I 

have cited have been cut and pasted from longer and more detailed quotations. It 

is the underlying message of Einstein’s ideas I have attempted to bring forward 

for reader appreciation and understanding. I have taken the view that readers 

would probably undertake their own additional research if they were so inclined. 

 

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein 

 


